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SENATE BILL 3118
By  Burchett

AN ACT  to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 69, Chapter
10, relative to watercraft engines.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 69-10-206, is amended by adding a

new subsection thereto, as follows:

(c)

(1) Except as provided in subdivision (2), every internal combustion

engine that propels a vessel upon the waters of Tennessee shall be numbered

for identification in accordance with this chapter and the regulations of the

commission.

(2) The provisions of this subsection do not apply to personal watercraft

or to vessels exempted from registration pursuant to subsection (a).

SECTION 2.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 69-10-207, is amended by deleting

such section in its entirety and by substituting instead the following:

Section 69-10-207.

(a)  No person shall operate or give permission for the operation of any vessel on

the waters of Tennessee unless the vessel is numbered in accordance with this chapter.

No person shall operate or give permission for the operation of any vessel propelled by a

combustion engine on the waters of Tennessee unless such combustion engine is

numbered in accordance with this chapter.

(b)  The owner of every vessel and combustion engine required to be numbered

by this chapter shall file an application for a number with the agency on forms approved

by the executive director. The application shall be signed by the owner, or owners, of the

vessel or combustion engine and shall be accompanied by the fee as set forth in this
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part. In situations involving abandoned or salvaged vessels, the fee shall be the

same as set forth in this part; however, the applicant shall follow procedures as set out in

rules and regulations.

(c)  Upon receipt of the application in approved form, the agency shall issue to

the applicant a certificate of number which shall contain the identification number issued

to the vessel or combustion engine and such additional information as the commission

may, by regulation, prescribe. The certificate shall be pocket-sized and shall be available

for inspection when the vessel is in operation. The owner shall paint on or attach the

identification number to the combustion engine or on each side of the bow of the vessel

for which issued, displaying it in the manner required by the regulations of the

commission and maintaining it in legible condition.

(d)  Certificates shall be valid for a period of one (1) year from date of issue;

provided, that certificates shall be issued for periods up to three (3) years upon

application of the owner. The fee to be collected for certificates shall be as follows:

           Fee Category                    1 Year    2 Years   3 Years

Vessel Internal Combustion Engines $4.00 $7.00  $10.00

Vessels 16 feet and under in length        4.00          7.00        10.00

Vessels 16 feet to less than 26 feet         8.00       14.00        20.00

Vessels 26 feet to less than 40 feet       12.00       21.00       30.00

Vessels 40 feet or more                    16.00       28.00       40.00

Dealer's Certificate                       10.00       -- -       -- -

Duplicate Certificate                       2.00       -- -       -- -

(e)  The fees levied pursuant to subsection (d) prior to June 13, 1997, shall

continue to be levied as provided in such subsection. The commission is authorized to

adjust such fees by regulation in such amount as may be necessary to administer the

provisions of this chapter; provided, that the percentage increase for any such fee

adjustment shall not exceed the percent of increase in the average consumer price index

(all items-city average) as published by the United States department of labor, bureau of

labor statistics, since the last change in such fees. All such fees, and any adjustments
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thereto, shall be deposited in the wildlife resources fund and shall be expended solely for

the administration and operation of the commission's programs and responsibilities

authorized pursuant to this chapter.

(f)  The agency shall be the office of records for all transactions and transfers of

vessels numbered in this state.

(g)  The numbering system to be used shall conform to the numbering system

promulgated by the federal government.

(h)  An owner of two (2) or more vessels which are subject to the requirements of

this chapter and which are used as rental vessels in connection with the operation of a

commercial boat dock shall, upon payment of the prescribed fee for each internal

combustion engine and each vessel and upon the owner's written request therefor, be

entitled to have issued a blanket certificate of number covering all of the vessels for

which fee is paid. The same vessel identification number followed by a dash ( - ) and a

different suffix number for each vessel shall be painted on or attached to the bow of

each such vessel and on the sides of the internal combustion engines, as provided in

this section. In addition, the name of the boat dock or the owner of each such vessel

shall be prominently displayed on the vessel as is provided in § 69-10-206 for exempt

vessels.

SECTION 3.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 69-10-209(f), is amended by deleting

the word “and” at the end of subdivision (7); by deleting the period at the end of subdivision (8)

and by substituting instead the language and punctuation “; and”; and by adding a new

subdivision thereto, as follows:

(9) Reporting the destruction, sale, or transfer of ownership of numbered vessel

internal combustion engines.

SECTION 4.  This act shall take effect January 1, 2005, the public welfare requiring it


